
PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE: 
                                Lorraine Robinson 
 

This time I would like to talk about our 
membership.  We need to GROW.  Like 
most organizations, we have a very strong 
core of volunteers who do most of the 
work.   There are many things that can be 
done to help preserve our history and still 
not have to put in a lot of time and energy.   
We have to grow to keep our volunteers 
from being worn out.  If everyone helps in 
some way, whenever possible, an hour 
once a day/ week/ month which will be a 
great help.  These are a few of the jobs 
you might help with:  scrap booking, filing, 
sorting/cutting out newspaper clippings, 
picture taking, organizing storage,  putting 
together storage shelves,  setting up and 
taking down tables and chairs at scheduled 
events, or working on the 47 Dodge Truck 
(which is closer to being finished but still 
has lots of work to be finished),  or  
interviewing members of the past and 
present to preserve their memories of 
living in Wilton.   
 

I am hoping you will invite your friends and 
neighbors to join with us in preserving the 
history of Wilton. 
 

Membership is $9.00 for students; $12.00 
for individuals or $24.00 for a family.   
 
 

Our meetings are held on the fourth Monday 
of each month.  We meet at the Dillard 
School Library during the school year and at 
Fire Station #81 (at the corner of Dillard Rd. 
and Wilton Rd) when school is not in 
session.   HOPE TO SEE YOU 
 
Sincerely,  
Lorraine Robinson 

TRUCK RESTORATION UPDATE: 
                      By  Bill Kutzer 
 

As of this point in time, June 16, 2010, the 
truck restoration is moving forward in good 
order.  Our main crew of John Robinson, 
Gary Cassity, Greg Dysart, Gene Rose 
Wayne Gallup and Bill Kutzer remain 
optimistic, as we approach the 3 1/2 year 
mark, that we will, in fact complete this 
project before the next Summer Olympics.   
The truck is now operable even though it 
does present some hazards since the 
brakes are as yet not installed.   Not to worry 
when it is being moved about, just stay out 
of the way is a reasonable rule to follow.  
The cab looks fantastic and once the doors 
and windows are affixed it will take on the 
appearance of a bona fide 1947 2-ton 
Dodge flatbed truck. 
 

Speaking of a flatbed, one was recently 
offered to the group from a Wilton resident  
                                        (Con’t  Page  2) 
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TRUCK RESTORATION UPDATE:  
                        (CON’T FROM PAGE 1) 

and it, still being attached to a 50’s vintage 
Chevrolet truck, is now at the Rose Ranch.  
The next task will be to clean up the flatbed 
frame, sand blast and paint it and transfer it 
to our project truck.   While there is much to 
do (wiring harness, brakes, doors, windows, 
dashboard and accompanying gauges) we 
are well on our way to completion.   Most 
recently, fund raising has become a major 
goal. 
 

Along those lines our most recent fund 
raiser, the BBQ, was a resounding success.   
Spearheaded by Gene Rose our 2nd 
annual BBQ raised over $1,800.00 dollars.   
We doubled last year’s sales (this year was 
a sell out of 75 tickets), the weather was 
great, live music was terrific and the food 
received a thumb’s up!!  A major part of the 
profits came from the raffle and live auction, 
led by auctioneer Gene Rose.   It looks like 
this may become an annual event.   A fun 
time for our community and we made 
money to boot!  Many, many thanks to all of 
our History Group volunteers---helps to 
spread the work out and also adds to the 
camaraderie. 

COSUMNES RIVER BASIN:  (From a 

paper submitted to the University of California in the mid 
1930’s) 
 

To better understand the topography of the 
Cosumnes River Basin we should divide it 
into two portions, that above (and East) 
and that below (and West) of Bridge 
house.  Bridge House is about 150 feet in 
elevation.   Below Bridge House the 
Cosumnes River has an average fall of 5 
feet per mile, while above Bridge House 
the average fall, from the highest point, to 
the Cosumnes Basin at Bridge House is 
150 feet per mile.   
                                      (Con’’t next  Column) 

It is interesting to note that early in the 
1900’s both the Cosumnes & Mokelumne 
Rivers merely spilled into the general area 
between the Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Valleys as they “naturally” worked there 
way. 
During that time one could travel by boat to 
Sacramento from Elk Grove, during high 
water.   It was through the alteration of the 
terrain that the Cosumnes was directed into 
the Mokelumne and the Mokelumne into the 
San Joaquin  
 

An interesting feature of the Cosumnes 
Valley is that one of its tributaries, Deer 
Creek, hugs the Northwest side of the 
valley and the Cosumnes River hugs the 
Southeast.  These two waterways parallel 
each other for about 12 miles in the narrow 
valley before coming together . 
 

In our October issue we will discuss the 
vegetation as well as the variety of animal 
life found in the  Cosumnes  Valley, prior to 
the influx of the “white man”.   We will also 
develop a foundation for better 
understanding the “Miwok People”  who 
populated the area prior to the “white man”. 
 
************************************************* 

IN  MEMORIAM  
 

We are saddened by the recent passing 
of three descendants of Wilton Pioneer 
Families: 
          Jeannie Dillard Womack 
          Donald Eugene Conner 
          Dorothy LeRoy Madsen 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the 
families 
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Editor’s  Column:  (Con’t from page 3) 

 

Please contact any History Group Member to 
make a donation.   We are a non-profit 
organization and will be glad to give a 
donation form. 
 

Susan Maggy, the Ring  Family,  the Fire 
Department, Boy Scouts, and Wilton 
Christian School Choir did a tremendous job 
in organizing and participating in the 
Memorial Day Service at the Post Office.   
Our booth was well attended and we thank 
Susan for allowing us to honor the Wilton 
area service Personnel. 
 

The Wilton History Day preparations are on 
schedule with reproduction of an early 
1900’s house and contents.   A parlor, 
bedroom, kitchen and dining room will be 
represented.  Also included will be an  
“Outhouse” which is being constructed by 
John Robinson.  Co-Chairs for the 
kitchen/dining room are Judy Cassity & 
Susan Maggy; Co-Chairs for the bedroom 
are Lorraine Robinson and Gretchen 
Golightly; and for the parlor are Al & Helen 
Iaccopucci and Jim Ring Jr.   If any of these 
members contact you for a loan of items to 
be displayed, ask for assistance in planning 
their room, or if you are interested in helping 
them set up the rooms, please contact them 
directly.    


